
Switzerland
NEWSLETTER OF THE SWISS-AMERICAN SOCIETY OF PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA

Volume 19, No. 2                                                                                                                          Summer 2010  

President's Message 
Gruezi, bonjour, clao, hello to one and all,
     SASP 2010 began festively at the Teutonia 
Männerchor on Sunday March 7 as Swiss foods, 
auction of Marianne Wion's unique Easter eggs, 
cheese fondue, Kinderchor plus Schweitzer singers, 
and our tombala raffle made a very pleasant 
afternoon gathering.  Seventy plus attended this 
launching into 2010 as we raised $946 that 
benefited the Swiss Room Fund.     
     Swiss presence in Pittsburgh expanded as Jhon 
Smith wove on his loom at the May 14-16 Folk 
Festival at Monroeville Convention Center.
     Heinz Kunz retired as Honorary Swiss Consul 
Pittsburgh with our great appreciation for his 
services; passing this baton onto Dominique E. 
Schinabeck, CEO of Auctronic USA Inc.
     Perhaps you visited and picnicked with over a 
dozen of us this 12 June at Albert Gallatin's 
Friendship Hill home.  A second opportunity is 
Sunday 26 September when American Indian and 
Revolutionary War encampment joins with a market 
fair to create a unique outing.
     Swiss Review April 2010 introduced Pascale 
Bruderer who at 32 is youngest ever President of 
National Council and the most senior woman in 
Swiss Politics.  Also was noted the decline of  Italian 
language in legislative usage as French and 
German were exclusively used in motions.
      Our 1 August Pro Patria Day picnic truly is 
inviting all to bring a covered dish – salad, side or 
potatoes, and especially beets.  Your entree of 
Wursts with onion sauce, mustard choices, & rolls, 
plus desserts is included in the pricing.By your 
preparing a covered dish that serves at least six, 
your price drops by $4.  For Adult the $16 becomes 
$12, a Youth 12-17 $10  becomes $6.  Kids 5-11 are 
$5, with 4 and under free.
      An expansion of games and activities will also 
see our closing bonfire built as a pyramid in the 
Swiss tradition.  Events open at 2pm. 

      The SASP Board seeks ways to expand our 
inter-generational participation by families, in you 
bringing your children and grandchildren.       
      Your ideas and comments are invited –-  do 
contact the Board members –-  offer to serve on the 
Nominating Committee, else you could be so 
'designated' at our 1 August  picnic.
      Much joy this 2010,  Paul Lienhardt

2010 EVENTS

THURS 
29 JUL
2pm

Bayernhof Museum Outing
Tour starts at 2:30.See article 
for details.  O'Hara Twp.

SUN 1 AUG
2pm-8pm

Annual Swiss Independence 
Picnic- Richland Barn, 
Bakerstown, PA
Swiss meal, music, and 
activities, tombola, bonfire
Richland Barn / Bakerstown, PA

TBA SAS Board Meeting
1527 High Knoll Dr. Pittsburgh

SAT 4 DEC
11:30a-3:30p

Annual Christmas Luncheon 
Atria's on Rte 8

SAT 5 DEC 
11:30a-4p

U. of Pittsburgh Nationality 
Room Open House
Cathedral of Learning 

SAT 11 DEC
11am

Sami Claus Event
Teutonia

SUN 27 MAR 
2011, 1-6pm

Swiss Night
Teutonia

To find out more about our organization, please 
visit: www.swisspittsburgh.org or contact any of the 
board members (p. 4) for more info.
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Swiss Nationality Room Committee Report
By Frederick H. Carlson, 

Vice-Chairman, Swiss Nationality Room Committee

     Due to the creativity and fundraising experience 
of Philip Bottonari, and the communication zeal of 
our new Swiss Honorary Consul and first corporate 
donor, Dominique Schinabeck, our Swiss 
Committee has been busy locating and submitting 
large donor asks directly to some prospects we feel 
can help us conclude our Swiss Room fundraising 
this calendar year. Our donor community will notice 
we did not issue a spring appeal this year since we 
were busy with assembling the materials to make 
the major requests. We hope to report success of 
this endeavor at the August 1 celebration. 
     Please continue to be as generous as possible 
with your giving for this project! This is the time  to 
make your mark on this important project symbolic 
of Swiss fraternity and heritage; a project that will be 
maintained by U. of Pittsburgh in perpetuity.
     We continue to press for May-November 2011 
construction transforming the U. of Pittsburgh’s 
room 321 into the beautiful and historic Swiss 
Room. At our Swiss Night event in March, I led our 
historic expert Evelyn Ruffing in a series of 
questions and answers about why this room is so 
unique with its late Medieval architecture. Architect-
of-record Stephen Altherr has completed 95% 
design documents which are being let for bids at 
this time for the contracting work. By press time, 
contracts will have been engaged with prime artisan 
Richard Sink of the French Creek/Helvetia, West 
Virginia area to construct the furniture. Since last 
September 2009, Stephen, Philip (when his 
schedule permits) and myself have been through a 
series of meetings at Pitt Facilities to present and 
revise the engineering requirements and the 
complete design plan for the room, always keeping 
our budget in focus. These discussions have been 
chaired by Pitt Facilities Project Manager Adrienne 
Spellone, and have been attended by E. Maxine 
Bruhns, Ph.D., the Nationality Rooms Director, and 
her staff member Eileen Kiley, along with Pitt 
registrar Sam Conte and other engineering 
representatives of the University.
     On Wednesday May 26, the Swiss Room 
Committee (Dr. Heinz W. Kunz/ Chairman, Philip 
Bottonari, Fred Carlson/Vice-Chairman-Secretary, 
Nancy Flury Carlson, Dominique Schinabeck, 
Evelyn Ruffing, along with E. Maxine Bruhns, 

Stephen Altherr, and Eileen Kiley) hosted our 
special guests: Christoph & Regula Bubb, the Swiss 
General Consul/NYC and his wife, at the 
University’s Braun Room on the 12th Floor of the 
Cathedral of Learning.
     Coincidentally, it was exactly two years ago that 
the Ambassador had visited the Nationality Rooms 
and had generously given to fund the last chair in 
the auction we were sponsoring that year. He gave 
of his personal funds to buy the Fribourg chair. We 
reflected that we were happy that even as Dr. Kunz 
had to end his tenure as Swiss Honorary Consul, 
that Dominique Schinabeck was able to say ‘yes’ to 
this honor and the position is in capable hands for 
the future, with good continued good prospects for 
the Swiss Room with this relationship intact.
     We briefly updated the Ambassador with the 
progress of the past 2 years, including locating 
Richard Sink as woodcrafter endorsed by project 
design architect Justin Ruessli, our subsequent visit 
and communications with Richard and his amazing 
facility, fundraising progress, and the presentation of 
the 16-page final construction documents was led 
by architect-of-record Stephen Altherr.
     I mentioned to the Bubbs that our friend and 
donor Ed Graf is researching Red Clay Tile in 
Bellevue as a possible source of a re-created 
kachelofen if we do not locate a donated or 
inexpensive antique.
Christoph Bubb further elaborated on his desire to 
help Philip and Dominique with our major gift asks 
and is willing to be at private meetings in the NYC 
area that may be coming up in the next two months. 
Maxine then brought the Bubbs and SNRC 
attendees on a brief room tour of the 3rd floor 
highlights-the ones right around the future Swiss 
Nationality Room (321)!

Treasurer's Report
by Walter Schaller   

Swiss-American Society - Pittsburgh Funds

Beginning Balance (12/31/09) $8,1,99.87

Balance as of 4/30/2010 $7.517.74

Swiss Nationality Room Funds

Citizens Nationality Room Account 
(4/9/2010)

$20,392.47

University of Pittsburgh Swiss Room 
Account

$153,000,00

Combined Total $178,092.47
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!!

• Frank, Michelle, and daughter Natalie 
Domeisen have settled in Pittsburgh from 
from Rapperswil (canton St. Gallen).Frank is 
an investment consultant, Michelle is a grad 
student. 

• Ruth and Phil Blank are from Williamsville, 
NY. Ruth is sister of Trudy Kuenzi and first 
cousin of Paul Lienhardt.

• Yvonne Kearney, Swiss born and raised (in 
canton St. Gallen), now living in Oakdale, 
PA. She is an IT Program Manager.

• Jack & Andy Moore from Lawrence, PA.

If you meet any of these new members at our 
upcoming picnic, be sure to extend a warm 
welcome!

Become an SAS-P Board Nominator!!
     Would you like to help SAS-P but don't want to 
be an officer? Join the nominating committee!! 
Speak to a board member at the August 1 picnic or 
indicate in your picnic reservation if you are 
interested in serving on the nominating committee 
or as an SAS-P officer!!

Pittsburgh Folk Festival 2010 - Report
     Pittsburgh Folk Festival held May 14-16 at the 
new Monroeville Convention Center was a success! 
In keeping with this year's theme for cultural 
displays, we recreated a Christkind Markt booth as 
the central focus of the exhibit.  As in the past, the 
performance of the Swiss Singers was well 
received.
     The only negative note is that next year we need 
to do a better job with advanced ticket sales.  We 
were the second lowest of 23 groups in tickets sold; 
moreover, 7 groups with memberships our size or 
smaller sold 2.5 to 7 times as many as we did.  One 
redeeming factor is that one of our members 
donated ethnic items for the Festival to sell, raising 
approximately $300.
     The display of plans for the Swiss Nationality 
Room generated a good deal of interest especially 
when people learned that we are getting close to 
construction.  We are definitely creating a level of 
anticipation among the general public.
     A special thanks go out to the following people 

for their help with various aspects of our 
participation:  Emilie Muelly, Frank Gloor, Kristina 
Wallace, Fred & Nancy Carlson, Paul & Jean 
Lienhardt, Trudi Kuenzi, Edith & Mark Sutterlin, The 
Swiss Singers, Connie Ostertag, Tuhin Bhowmik, 
who came up from Atlanta to help out and Robert 
Willis, who runs the Welsh participation in the 
Festival. 

Gallatin Event – Report
by Edith Sutterlin
     Well-educated Swiss orphan with aristocratic 
heritage sneaks away to the U.S. to make his 
fortune. Along the way he finds himself losing 
money in some of his capital ventures, making 
money on others, eloping with his first bride who 
dies in less than a year, having the dubious 
distinction of being the first Senator thrown out of 
Congress, losing money in some of his early capital 
ventures, building a house miles from nowhere and 
selling it at a huge loss, and becoming a  vociferous 
proponent for democracy by arguing for passage of 
the Bill of Rights in order for the U.S. Constitution to 
be accepted.  Where does young Albert Gallatin end 
up? As President Jefferson's Secretary of the 
Treasury, managing the financing of the Louisiana 
Purchase and the Lewis and Clark expedition. 
When the explorers came to a place where 3 rivers 
met (in Montana, NOT Pittsburgh), they named one 
river Jefferson, one Madison, and the third-- 
GALLATIN!   
     Over a dozen SAS-P members touring the 
Friendship HIll National historic site of Gallatin's 
wilderness home found our June 12th visit 
informative and fascinating.  Five family groups 
enjoyed picnics ahead of time in a shaded pavilion; 
we all enjoyed the tour and exhibit gift shop as well 
as the patio's view looking the river... It was 
especially nice to have new member Beatrice Hook 
join us for this outing. You might ask her at the 
picnic if she is still thinking of taking a school field 
trip there next year! We highly recommend the drive 
and tour to learn more about this Swiss American 
heritage of which most of us were pretty much 
unaware before our visit.
     This was likely Mark and my last SAS-P event as 
Pennsylvania residents. We are moving to 
Maplewood, New Jersey. We hope to keep in touch 
and to return for the August 1 Picnic!!
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MEMBERSHIP SPOTLIGHT: Shirley Engel

     Like many member of the Swiss American 
Society of Pittsburgh, I am of Swiss descent 
and discovered my “Swiss Roots” later in life 
and a lost connection to Canton Zurich. 
     I had inherited a number of family 
documents that included a Heithschein or 
Certificate of Family Origin/Residence. With the 
assistance of a professional Genealogist in 
Canton Zurich, I learned the importance of the 
place of citizenship in Switzerland and how it is 
handed down generation to generation.
     My great, grandfather Theophile Frey was 
born Gottlieb Frei in 1825 in the town of 
Mönchaltorf, Canton Zurich. He was one of ten 
children and the son of a shoemaker. He lived 
at the family farm “Gut Rissli” which dates back 
to the early 1600’s. With the help of his older 
brother, he left Mönchaltorf as a boy and 
traveled to Paris, France. There he changed his 
name to the French Theophile Frey and 
became an accomplished gilder and porcelain 
painter. 
     He was briefly involved in the 1848 
Revolution sweeping Europe, following the 
German revolutionary poet Georg Herwegh 
from Paris to Germany. The armed revolt failed 
and Theophile lived briefly in exile in Solothurn, 
Switzerland  and then Besancon, France where 
he met his wife Melanie Frey née Soret.
     Theophile’s talent of decorating and 
applying gold to porcelain was recognized by a 
prominent New York City retailer: E.V. 
Haughwout  during a trip to France and the 
couple was able to secure both employment 
and passage to New York City. My grandmother 
was born in 1853 and named Helvina in 
remembrance of Switzerland. The family's story 
followed the Decorative Arts movement in the 
United States and the changing demands from 
hand decorated porcelain to mass produced 
goods after the Civil War. Several American 
pieces in museums like the “Lotus Leaf” pitcher 
below from Yale University Art Gallery are 
attributed to Theophile Frey.   
     My great, grandfather Theophile died in 
1871 and my grandmother Helvina, married  by 

the name of Wilpert Weid  in Trenton, New Jersey. 
Wilpert Weid had also learned the art of gilding.  
     The Weyds (Weid) line dates back to the 1600’s 
and is originally from the village of Holtzhausen in the 
Grand Duchy of Hessen, near present-day Frankfurt, 
Germany. Possibly due to the German Democratic 
Revolution, my great grandfather  Caspar Weid, a 
shoemaker, emigrated to Switzerland. In 1850 he 
married Maria Baumann from Dürnten, Canton Zurich. 
Dürnten is also a place of citizenship for the Freys-- 
Maybe the families knew each other!
     Two births in Dürnten-my great aunt Maria Barbara 
Weid in 1851 and my grandfather Ulrich Wilpert Weid 
in 1853 are recorded in Switzerland.  The Weids 
emigrated from Switzerland to New York City in 1858 
and lived for ten years in the Lower East End of 
Manhattan, in “Kleiner Deutschland”. Both parents 
died in1868, leaving the children orphans. My 
grandparents Helvina and Wilpert married in 1874 and 
had eight children including my father Theodore. 
     My reminiscences of Swiss family traditions are 
unfortunately few. My grandmother Helvina was 
known for her cooking and also the ability to produce 
fruit brandies. Several oil paintings of Swiss 
landscapes by great, grandfather Theophile Frey 
remain in the family as well as gilded porcelain pieces. 
Another connection to Switzerland Theodore, my 
father, was named after Theophile (God-Beloved).
     Passport records indicate, my great aunt Maria 
Baumgartel née Weid traveled to Dürnten in the early 
1900’s with her husband, a musician with  the 
Metropolitan Opera of New York. Sadly, she passed 
away while attending with her husband the 1911 US 
premier of Ludwig Thuille’s opera “Lobetanz" -named 
after the traditional 16th century Swiss dance.  
     Bernadette Grob, the professional Genealogist I 
mentioned found my extended family in the Zurich 
State Archives, dating back to the 1600's. I highly 
recommend her services to members of 
German/Swiss ancestry: 

Bernadette Grob-Oertig
Schönenbergstrasse 26
8816 Hirzel Switzerland
grob.family@bluewin.ch 

     I hope my success will encourage other to 
research their Swiss heritage. –Shirley Engel
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New Honorary Consul of Switzerland to 
Pittsburgh and Western District of Pennsylvania: 

     I was born in Boston MA into an international 
family enriched with both culture and business 
knowledge.  My mother half American with a strong 
Italian heritage was an Opera Singer who toured 
Europe, my Father born of German decent an 
entrepreneur running his own business.  Since I 
spent most of my life in Zug, Switzerland I became a 
Swiss Citizen in 1993 thus I have dual citizenship 
Swiss/American.  In 2006 I moved from Switzerland 
to Pittsburgh to take the position of Chairwoman & 
CEO of Acutronic USA Inc., an additional benefit of 
this position narrowed the miles to my Mother and 
Brother both living in Boston, MA.  I have a young 
daughter of 16 months of age Annabella born in 
Pittsburgh.  She is my sweet heart, the light of my 
life.  Annabelle’s father Werner Welti is Swiss and 
lives in Zurich Switzerland.
     Since my arrival in Pittsburgh, I am acting as 
Chairman and CEO of Acutronic USA Inc, and have 
joined and networked with many local organizations. 
I am on the BoD of Catalyst Connection, an 
economic development organization, whose mission 
is to advance the performance of manufacturing 
companies in Southwestern Pennsylvania.  I am also 
on the Advisory Board of the Federal Reserve of 
Cleveland.  Early this year, I was appointed by 
Consul General Christoph Bubb, Honorary Consul of 
Switzerland to Pittsburgh.
     As honorary consul to Switzerland, it is my 
mission to “put Switzerland on the map” and 
increase the awareness of Switzerland to Pittsburgh 
and Western Pennsylvania.  Also, to assist Swiss 
nationals and individuals traveling to Switzerland to 
enlighten them on issues about and around 
Switzerland.  
     To reach this target, two events are planned this 
year: First the visit of Consul General Bubb to 
Pittsburgh in May. Secondly, an event that I plan to 
organize together with the Allegheny Conference in 
Pittsburgh aiming at building and strengthening the 
bridge between Switzerland and the Pittsburgh 
Regional District. The agenda will focus on Green 
Energy, Innovation and Education best practices
     Additionally, I am supporting the SWISS National 
Room Project as a committee member to raise 
enough funds to start the project in 2010!
     I look forward to many fruitful discussions with all 
the members of SAS!

Visit of Ambassador Christoph Bubb to 
Pittsburgh May 25th through 26th 2010

     Ambassador Christoph Bubb and his wife Regula 
held a reception at the Duquesne Club on May 25th 

2010 to introduce Dominique E Schinabeck in her 
new role as Honorary Consul of Switzerland to 
Pittsburgh and Western Pennsylvania. Present were 
Honorary Consuls of other countries, members of 
the Swiss American Society as well as 
representatives from the city’s cultural, business and 
political arenas.
     Prior to the reception, Christoph took the time to 
meet with various members of the Swiss American 
Society (SAS) to learn about their personal 
backgrounds and relationship to Switzerland as well 
to learn more about SAS’s activities. He was very 
impressed about our activities and that SAS has an 
active “Männerchor”. 
     The following day, a series of meetings were held 
with representatives of local organizations including 
the Allegheny Conference and the Pittsburgh 
Chamber of Commerce. We exchanged information 
on Swiss companies doing business in Pennsylvania 
as well as Pennsylvanian companies with offices in 
Switzerland. 
     A meeting was also held with Professor Ed 
Schlesinger, Dean of Electrical Engineering and 
Computer Science. The discussion included insights 
into the established exchange program with 
Lausanne’s EPFL (Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de 
Lausanne) and CMU (Carnegie Mellon University). 
Every year approximately five exchange students 
take the opportunity to spend a semester abroad in 
Switzerland and vice versa. 
     A meeting with the Swiss National Room 
Committee was scheduled to show the progress of 
the project and to discuss further fundraising actions. 
This was followed by a tour of the existing Nationality 
Rooms at the Cathedral of Learning.
     The day ended with a private tour through the 
Carnegie Mellon Museum. 
     The visit gave Ambassador Christoph Bubb and 
his wife Regula an interesting overview of 
Pittsburgh’s culture, business and political climate.
     It was a pleasure to host Ambassador Christoph 
Bubb and his wife and I look forward to many future 
events to support the mission to “put Switzerland on 
the map” and increase the awareness of Switzerland 
to Pittsburgh and Western Pennsylvania.  
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FEATURED EVENTS

BAYERNHOF MUSEUM OUTING
Set for Thursday, 29 July 2:30 – 4:30 pm
     We will see the 19,000 sq. ft. mansion home of 
Charles Brown III, founder and CEO for Gas-Lite 
Manufacturing Company of Lawrenceville, who died 
in 1999. Built in 1982 it is set on 18 acres in O'Hara 
Twp. He had a passion for collecting old, rare 
automatic musical instruments,Victrolas,
music boxes, plus hundreds of Hummels. In 
weaving through secret passages and rooms, we'll 
see a 10' waterfall, a Seeburg Pipe Organ 
Orchestra, the pool table used by Paul Newman and 
Jackie Gleason in the 1961 movie 'The Hustler', 
plus, plus. This conducted tour is arranged for SASP 
members and friends on 29 July at 2:30p.
Limited to 14 persons, it costs $10 each. For 
reservations contact Paul Lienhardt (412-835-9345).

Swiss Radio Broadcast
     Remember, if you are not able to come to the 
August 1st picnic, tune in at 4pm Eastern Time
to 73 AM Radio or Listen Live anywhere in the world 
at www.wpitam.com. This special Swiss broadcast 
is made possible by the SAS-P.

Swiss Shirt Sale
     We have a buy one get on free sale on our 
remaining stock of Swiss Root T-Shirts.  At the 
Picnic cost will be $10 for two Shirts.  To have them 
shipped anywhere in the USA: $15 for two. 
Graphics include: rö+hlisberger/quar+erback, 
wan+ed, al+itude, na+ural, and rösch+i.  Sizes (S, 
M, L, & XL)   Proceeds are for the benefit of the 
Swiss Room at the U of Pittsburgh.
     Contact walter.schaller@zoominternet.net or 
(412-980-4421) to place an order. Mail checks to: 
3886 Grove Road, Gibsonia PA 15044-9451

OTHER EVENTS OF INTEREST
Call Paul for more info: 412-835-9345

• Gallatin's Friendschip Hill, 21 August - PA's 
Whiskey Rebellion will be highlighted, plus 
Indian culture. More info will be available on 1 
August. 

• Pennsylvania Trolley Museum offers 
Washington County Fair parking with a $2 
roundtrip ride 14-21 August. 

• Frick Fridays - Music, antique cars, and art 
museum from 6-9pm on 7/2, 8/6, 9/3 for a $5-10 
donation. Foods, desserts for sale.
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Council of the Swiss Abroad – Report
by Michael Muelly

     The Council of the Swiss Abroad is a 140 member 
legislative body of the Organization of the Swiss 
Abroad, the Swiss Government's recognized 
representative of all Swiss abroad and Swiss clubs 
across the globe and publisher of the Swiss Review. 
In 1966, this group achieved the inclusion of the 
rights of Swiss abroad in the federal constitution 
(Article 40). In 1992, they facilitated the introduction 
of the right to vote on federal matters by mail. They 
have successfully defended the optional old-age 
insurance from dismantlement on many occasions. 
They also oversee the 17 Swiss schools abroad 
initiatives connecting young Swiss with their roots. 
     Approximately 54,000 registered Swiss live in the 
United States, represented by 8 members nominated 
by local Swiss clubs. Last year, with the support of 
the board of our Swiss society, I became a 
representative for a four year term. The council holds 
two yearly meetings. 
     The Council of Swiss Abroad is currently in the 
process of realizing several important projects. 
Swisscommunity is a website allowing the Swiss 
organizations across the globe to connect. It is a 

project similar to SwissRoots, but global in scope, 
and focused on the involvement of individual 
members. It will allow Swiss clubs to maintain event 
calendars and club related information in one central 
place. I hope that this platform will increase our 
cooperation with other Swiss clubs in the US.
     The other major project is the introduction of a 
federal law in Switzerland to concentrate all the 
governmental efforts targeted at Swiss abroad. As of 
now, each federal authority is independently 
responsible for offering appropriate services to Swiss 
abroad. The Federal Department of Home Affairs is 
responsible for the voluntary age insurance, the 
Federal Department of Finance for issues regarding 
taxation, the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs 
for registration, etc. The proposed law will unify this.
     These main issues will be further explored at the 
next meeting of the Council of the Swiss Abroad on 
August 20th in St. Gallen. I will be in attendance at 
this meeting and hope to provide some input into 
these matters from the perspective of the US Swiss 
organizations. If you would like to discuss any of 
these items or have any suggestion, I would 
welcome you to contact me at any time.
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Swiss soccer team beats Spain!
 

in their first game of the 2010 World Cup, 
the Swiss soccer team surprised many on 
June 16th as they won 1-0 against Spain, a 
team favored by many to win the whole 
event. Their second game was not as 
successful, losing 1-0 against Chile. 
Follow the Swiss, USA, or other teams at 
espn.com. 

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	   	  
	  


